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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">A circumstance that has been much extolled by the<BR>Royalist partisans is the famous Declaration Concern- <BR>ing Lawful Sports. It has been used as a striking<BR>example of the liberality which is said to have<BR>distinguished the Court mind from the sour fanatic<BR>asceticism of the Puritans. Mr. Chesterton, whose<BR>wholesome gospel of conviviality is so much to be<BR>admired, once reproached me in public that being a<BR>poet I should stand as a champion of the party that,<BR>forswearing cakes and ale, made this Declaration<BR>necessary to curb its gloomy interdictions. I should<BR>agree with him were it not for what I take to be his<BR>misreading of history. The case is worth some<BR>examination. Laud is the popular Royalist hero of<BR>this occasion. The trouble began in 1633, when a<BR>complaint was made to the Council that two Judges<BR>of Assize in Somersetshire had ordered that * in<BR>regard of the Infinite Number of Inconveniences,<BR>daily arising by means of Revels, that such Revels,<BR>Church-Ales, Clerk-Ales, and all other Public Ales<BR>be henceforth utterly suppressed/ and had directed<BR>that every minister should publish the order in<BR>his parish church. Laud, now Archbishop of</FONT><BR>\
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